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Dear Legislative Work Group participants,

We hope you all enjoyed a nice holiday weekend. Given the recess this week and the
uncertainty around a path forward on fiscal year 2024 appropriations, we opted to cancel this
week’s legislative work group and share a short update below.

FY2024 Appropriations Cycle

Deadlines for the two ‘laddered’ continuing resolutions carrying the 12 annual appropriations
bills are fast approaching. The Energy & Water bill, along with the Ag, MilCon/VA, and
Transportation-HUD, all expire at midnight on Friday, March 1, while the Interior &
Environment bill, along with the other 7 remaining appropriations bills, expires on March 8.
Another short-term stopgap measure will almost certainly be necessary to avoid a partial
government shutdown on March 1 and March 8. Uncertainty remains around next steps as
Speaker Johnson has publicly expressed opposition to additional stopgaps, while some
hardline conservatives have suggested that House GOP should provoke a shutdown or enact a
full-year CR to ensure the 1% cut in gov’t spending invoked by the Fiscal Responsibility Act
passed last Spring. These cuts would take effect on April 30 if all 12 annual funding bills are
not signed into law by that date.

Coalition staff have heard that negotiations between the Senate Appropriations Committee
and House Appropriations Committee staff on the details of the FY24 Energy & Water bill
carrying the annual programmatic funding for carbon management programs at DOE have
effectively been ironed out. We have heard it is possible that as soon as this weekend, the final
negotiated products on some or all the first tranche of bills, including Energy and Water, could
be released. We have heard some speculation that those bills could be paired with a short-
term CR for the remaining unfinished measures to later next month (possibly March 22”d).
However, itis unclear whether the two chambers are close to ironing out issues surrounding
policy riders that some in Speaker Johnson’s conference have been advocating for (see
attached). Stay tuned for more updates.

Coalition’s FY2025 Appropriations Requests

Following our last legislative work group meeting, Coalition staff have finalized the
appropriations requests shared with the broader work group. There are no substantive
changes to the requests we shared during our 2/7 meeting, but rather small clarifications in
the text. As a reminder, our priorities for the FY2025 appropriations cycle are to:

e Build support for core programmatic activities at FECM: Continue providing funding
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Congress of the United States

House of Representatives
Washington, DL 20515-0906

February 21, 2024

The Honorable Mike Johnson
Speaker of the House

H-232, The Capitol
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Speaker Johnson,

The House Republican Conference’s significant work on appropriations for fiscal year
(FY) 2024 resulted in 10 of 12 bills passed out of committee — and 7 bills sent to the Senate —
with hundreds of amendments considered and adopted. This has not happened in many years.

While far from perfect, the bills spent at or below the actual text of the Fiscal
Responsibility Act (FRA), offered a meaningful step towards restoring regular order, and
presented an opportunity to reduce spending and reverse many of President Biden’s harmful
policies.

With the expiration of government funding rapidly approaching, negotiations continue
behind closed doors and as a result, we anticipate text for likely omnibus legislation that we fear
will be released at the latest moment before being rushed to the floor for a vote. House
Republicans should not be left in the dark on the status of the spending levels and hard-fought
policy provisions. We request an update on the appropriations negotiations including, but not
limited to, the provisions supported by overwhelming majorities of Republicans and our
constituents, such as language to:

o Prohibit funding for the use of CBPOne or similar applications that facilitate the

parole of millions of illegal aliens into the United States;

Reducing Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas’ salary to $0;

Defund the Pentagon’s illegal abortion travel fund;

Prohibit funding for the implementation of gun registries and red flag laws;

Defund ATF rules such as the “pistol brace” ban and unconstitutional expansion of

background checks;

o Defund gender transition surgeries or “gender affirming care” paid by taxpayer
dollars;

o Block Biden’s attempts to dismantle, demolish, remove, or damage existing border
wall;

o Defund Biden’s radical “Green New Deal” climate change actions such as the EPA
Electric Vehicle mandate, DOT’s CAFE standards, EPA’s anti-power plant rules, and
each of the President’s radical “climate” executive orders;





e Prohibit funding for radical “Diversity, Equity, Inclusion” (DEI) Executive Orders
and the bureaucratic offices responsible for promoting DEI and “Critical Race
Theory” training and policies;

e Defund Dr. Anthony Fauci’s “gain of function” research;

« Prohibit rules requiring biological boys to be allowed to compete against girls in
women’s sports and prohibit federal funding for schools that allow biological men to
participate in women-only sports;

o Defund anti-American international organizations such as the World Health
Organization, United Nations Population Fund, United Nations Human Rights
Council, and World Economic Forum;

« Eliminate funding to the anti-Israel United Nations Relief and Works Agency that
funds Hamas and the enemies of Israel;

e Prohibit purchases of American farmland by our adversaries like China;

o Prohibit funding for Biden’s student loan bailout schemes;

« Prohibit the Justice Department from censoring lawful speech or conducting
politically-sensitive investigations, until the agency establishes policies requiring
non-partisan staff to oversee such investigations;

o Defund policies and memorandums limiting ICE and CBP enforcement while
expanding illegal immigration;

« Prevent billions of dollars from being used to construct a new, massive Pentagon-
sized headquarters for the Federal Bureau of Investigation;

o Halt Biden’s absurd and destructive bans on gas stoves and other appliances;

« Defund Planned Parenthood to prevent the use of taxpayer dollars on abortions; and

e Prohibit funding for COVID-19 vaccine and mask mandates across the government,

among other things.

Many of these important policies (and more) were critical in securing the passage of bills
in both the Appropriations Committee and in the House last year. There are MANY other
policies and personnel that Congress should not be funding, and a failure to eliminate them will
reduce the probability that the appropriations bills will be supported by even a majority of
Republicans. In fact, the last “continuing resolution” passed with 107 Republicans supporting it
and 106 Republicans opposing it.

If we are not going to secure significant policy changes or even keep spending below the
caps adopted by bipartisan majorities less than one year ago, why would we proceed when we
could instead pass a year-long funding resolution that would save Americans $100 billion in year
one?

Respectfully,
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for core carbon management programs at the Office of Fossil Energy and Carbon
Management to ensure that DOE has the resources to carry out programs that operate

on funding provided by annual appropriations. You can read the full request here.

® Create predictable timelines for Class VI review: Class VI well permits are the
lynchpin to scaling geologic storage to climate scale. Project developers require
certainty and predictability to move forward to secure project financing without
sacrificing a rigorous review process. You can find this report language here.

® |ssue 45Q guidance and address regulatory barriers to deploying carbon reuse
projects: In addition to urgently needing guidance on the most recent enhancements to
the 45Q tax credit from the Treasury, it has become apparent that carbon reuse projects
are largely sitting on the sidelines -- unable to monetize the utilization pathway due to
regulatory barriers. Treasury has an opportunity to address some of these issues in
forthcoming 45Q guidance. You can find this report language here.

With Coalition feedback, we have finalized our requests and will begin submitting to member
offices starting next week. You can find the toplines of our requests here.

If you have any questions please reach out to Madelyn.

Best,

CCC Staff
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The Carbon Capture Coalition is convened by the Great Plains Institute.
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